WHY GERMANY ENDURES HITLER 
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cultural leader to compare with dozens 
of names in France and England, which 
steadily increased their lead. French be- 
came the language of courtiers and the 
best society, and its influence grew as a 
result of the immigration of the Huguenots. 
King Frederick William I did not feel it 
necessary to have his children taught Ger- 
man. Frederick the Great wrote all his 
works in French, and spoke German—a 


did not understand the more "elegant" 
French. Leibnitz wrote some of his prin- 
cipal works in French, and the same was 
true of other leaders of thought in his 

i this 


patriot. 

It must be remembered also that Prussia 
and almost all other German states were 
under absolutist rule for more than six 
Charta had been 


The result of all this was that a feeling 
of inferiority, which had already been en- 
gendered by the backwardness of the Ger- 

in comparison with the peoples of 
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people with complacency. The 

newspaper of Berlin praised the French 
commandant of the city, and expressed 
the hope that he might long continue in 


Me ned ue 

rench officers in his home while the 
ons recen bg di heel of 
their conqueror. The attitude expressed by 
the newspaper and by Germany’s might- 


and his lieutenants. I have pointed out in 
an earlier article (“Germany Sinks into 
Slavery," in Tue American Mercury for 
May) how the Germans rushed to do 
obeisance to the Poles after the latters' 
victory at Tannenberg in 1410, how stal- 
wart monarchists became equally stalwart 

blicans after the revolution of 1918, 
and how ardent haters of Hitler became 
his bootlicking sycophants after his acces- 
sion to power. 

As the Napoleonic yoke grew heavier, a 
reaction began to make itself felt among 
the more articulate part of the nation. 
Only a little more than a century earlier 
French troops had ravaged the Palatinate. 
The general level of well-being was still 
lower at the beginning of the Nineteenth 


WHY GERMANY ENDURES HITLER 


referred to above—that the whole world 
would some day “regain health through 
the German character"; that the coming 
Federation of Europe would fly the Ger- 
man flag “because all that is great, funda- 
mental and eternal in every European in- 
stitution is German”; that it is the Ger- 
mans’ mission “to civilize the earth”; and 
hundreds of other equally arrogant boasts, 
which have continued down to today and 


constitutes so preéminent and unique an 
asset of the world as a whole that we can 
justly regard it as the duty of the entire 
human race to safeguard this basic Ger- 
man element out of gratitude.” 

The defeat of Napoleon, ac- 
complished only with the aid of the Rus- 
sians, gave a tremendous impulse to this 
arrogance, and then came Gobineau, the 
Frenchman who, trying to establish his 


his researches showed that only 1.4575 of 
the inhabitants of Baden could be re- 
garded as belonging to this alleged race. 
Yet a highly educated nation has 
reached a point where it believes not only 
that “non-Aryans,” that is, in effect, Jews, 


but 28%, of Germany's Nobel Prize winners 
belong to that race. The lies, 
of course, in the Jews" — 
alertness, persistence and energy, but a 
Dg st Doo, etre aoo 
Chosen People, and 
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burdened with the inferiority complex 
engendered by their long history of travail 
and disaster, could naturally not accept 
such a conclusion. For them the explana- 
tion lay in Jewish dishonesty, tricky and 


quarter of “non-Aryan” blood is as bad as 
100%/—have been reduced to the status of 
by foreigners, and many have been beaten, 
robbed or even murdered. 


Il 


Another reason for the failure of the Ger- 
mans to offer any ition to the mur- 
derous Nazis is that they lack what has 


marks the difference the two 
peoples. A friend of my son's, a medical 
student, said to him 
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“I don’t mind fighting, but when I get 
hit so hard it hurts, I don't want to fight 
any more." 

This young man—he is now a physician 
itomized in these words the attitude 
of his people. I have seen many blows 
struck in Germany, but I have never seen 
a man thus struck attempt to defend him- 
self. 

Perhaps the most striking testimony to 
this lack of the bulldog spirit is the ac- 
cepting by Germany of a treaty contain- 
ing the famous “war guilt paragraph,” 
Article 231 of the Treaty of Versailles. 
It is improbable that any other nation on 
earth would have signed such a document 
in any circumstances. Certainly America 
would not sign such a treaty, Great Britain 
would not, France would not, Poland 
would not, even little Ireland would not. 
But the Germans signed, and their lack 
of “intestinal stamina” has proved a curse 
not only for them, but for the whole 
world. There would have been no Hitler, 
no massacre of men and women at the 
order of this Twentieth Century Ivan the 
Terrible, if the alleged statesmen at Ver- 


man conception of the state. For politically 
ightened nations the state exists for 
the people: for the Germans the people 
exist for the state. They have no rights as 
against the state, and the state is Author- 
ity, i in its Beamten, its offi- 
cials, from the head of the government 
down to the pettiest rural constable. 
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"To whom God gives office he gives 
also understanding" (Wem Gott ein Amt 
gibt, gibt er auch Verstand) says an old 
German proverb. Even when Germany 
had a civilized form of government, this 
belly-crawling submission to Authority 
reached, for free peoples, extraordinary 
and even laughable forms. The “Cobbler 
of Képenick” will be recalled—the little 
shoemaker who donned the uniform of 
an army captain, commandeered a squad 
of soldiers and led them to the city hall 
in Kópenick, where he ordered the mayor 
to hand over the City's funds, dismissed 
the soldiers, and went home with the 
cash-box. The whole world laughed about 
it at the time, and even some unregenerate 
Germans also laughed—or were ashamed. 

An “insult” to an official was much 
more severely punished than an insult to 
an ordinary citizen. One of the things that 
most impress—and delight—the newly 
arrived German immigrant in America 
is that he can call the President an ass or an 
idiot without being punished for it. 

Under Hitler this glorification of Au- 
thority has reached heights unknown since 
the Eighteenth Century. In his speech be- 
fore the Reichstag on July 13 last, in which 
he attempted a “justification” of the sum- 
mary murder of seventy-seven men and 
women (and there were undoubtedly 
many more, for no official statement of 
this deserves an iota of cre- 
dence), he declared that he himself was 
“the court” in such cases. During 
the trial of the men accused of burning the 
Reichstag, the attorney for one of the de- 
fendants made a timorous attempt to dis- 
credit the testimony of an official of the 
Department of Justice. The presiding 
judge interrupted him. 

“It is unheard of,” he said, “that the 
word of a German official should be dis- 
credited,” 
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There can be no justice in a land where 
the word of a witness cannot be im- 
peached because he is an official. 

The Socialistic reforms instituted by Bis- 
marck in a vain attempt to check the 
growth of the Social-Democratic party 
were a further step inclining the Germans 
to look to the state for ing. “Get 
yourself born: the state will do the rest,” 
became the slogan, and the Germans be- 
came even a still more regimented people, 
who, apart from the routine of their daily 
occupations, look to Authority to manage 
everything for them. 


IV 


I drew on my trousers over my night at- 
tire, stuck my feet into slippers, and went 
outside, The man on the sidewalk was only 
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And then I learned that one of the by- 
standers was the victim's brother! He had 
left it to a foreigner, newly arrived and 
still speaking German with an accent, to 
look after his own flesh and blood. 

So abject has the submission to Author- 
ity become that the German does not dare 
defend himself from assault. I have told 


fortunately for the masher, she was a 
member of a troupe of athletes, and she 
dropped him with an uppercut to the jaw. 
The man rose, called a policeman, and 
the young woman was arrested. 

The judge fined her 25 marks for 
assault! 

In 1912 my wife and I were returning 
home about midnight when we heard 
voices raised in the Mehlitzstrasse, in Ber- 
lin-Wilmersdorf. (1 name these streets in 


try). Two men and their wives were using 
heated words. Suddenly one of the men 
began the other man's wife over 
the head with his walking stick. The hus- 
band of the woman attacked ran down the 


street : "Herr. Schutzmann! Herr 
Schutzmann!" (Mr. Policeman! Mr. 
Policeman!) 


In 1911, only a few weeks after I reached 
Berlin, an altercation arose in a subway 
car at a late hour in the night between a 
tall young man and a slight girl. Suddenly 
he darted across to her and struck her in 
the face. This was new for me, and I 
knocked the fellow into a corner and 
gave him a second blow for good measure. 

*You will get off with me at the next 
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boycott of all "non-Aryan" places 
ness was carried out. On that day I found 


a young Storm Trooper standing in front 
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of the entrance to a store where I wanted 

to buy something. He remained there al- 
I made a movement to enter the 
I looked him in the eye, and said: 

“You have instructions, have you not, 

to use no violence?” 

“Jawohl, Herr,” he replied. 

“I have no such instructions,” I said. 

“Step aside.” 

He stepped aside with great celerity. 

Yet he had a sheath-knife on his hip, and 

he knew that any assault on a Storm 


even after I had told him that I was a mere 
commoner. Any man invited by the Guts- 
herr, the owner of the estate, himself a 
nobleman, to shoot his game and be his 
house-guest could not be of smaller rank 


Austrian propaganda abroad would lose 
their citizenship, and that the property of 
political parties whose activities were pro- 
hibited in Austria would be confiscated. 
This was precisely what had been done 
in Germany, but the Allgemeine head- 


indignantly: 

“Deprivation of rights in Austria!” 

Nazi Germany has thrown tens of thou- 
sands of men and women into concentra- 
tion camps, where many of them were 
murdered and thousands bevten. Yet a 
common headline in the German news- 
papers has been: 


156 


“Unheard of outrages in Austria! Nazis 
thrown into concentration camps!” 
On May 2 last the main German radio 


the German press is not muzzled. 


learning in Hitler's realm. 
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despoiled the Empress Maria Theresa of 
some of her choicest provinces in a shame. 
less war of conquest and took the provi 
of Posen from helpless Poland. Building 
tarism to heights that make the last Kaiser 
look like an extreme pacifist. It is this 
that makes the Nazis Third Reich a 
menace to the peace of Europe and of the 
world. 

The effect of militarism is 
probably responsible also for a marked ob- 
tuseness toward mental suffering. A Jew- 
ish woman whom I know heard her little 
boy praying: "Please, God, let me not be 
a Jew." This is a profoundly pathetic 
thing, but Germans to whom I reported 
it were not impressed. "The Jews have 
themselves to blame." 

Another factor—and one which calls for 
ees caen sacer mesi. 
ment on the Germans as a whole—is that 
the great masses do not know what is hap- 
pening in their country nor in what light 
their rulers are viewed by the outside 
world. Their press is told not only what it 
may and may not print, but also what it 
must print. The condemnation of Hitler's 
speech in the Reichstag on July 13 last was 
universal in the civilized world, but here 
are some of the headlines over the German 
papers' foreign correspondents' reports: 

"The World Admires the Leader"; 
"Strengthening of Hitler's International 
Authority"; "The Impression Abroad— 
The Leader Has Increased His Authority"; 
"Hitler's Position Stronger Than Ever 
Before.” 

German-language papers from other 
countries, especially Switzerland, are care- 
fully watched and confiscated when they 
contain news or comments unfavorable to 
the Nazis. Frequently they are barred from 
Germany for weeks at a time. Until the 
official murdering of June 30 and the fol- 
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lowing days evoked a wave of horror and 
condemnation in the press of the whole 
world, the foreign-language newspapers 
had suffered rather less than those printed 
in German, but wholesale prohibitions of 
from almost all countries then fol- 
ERU Toace du vil) way: tha umen 
have of knowing what is happening is by 
word of mouth, and the country is so in- 
fested by spies, both volunteer and paid, 
and punishment is so certain and so drastic, 
that the colporteurs of such news risk their 
liberty or even their life. 

Readers of any good newspaper in for- 
eign countries know more about the hap- 
penings in Germany than is known to all 
but a comparatively very few Germans 
themselves. This is especially true as to the 
United States and Great Britain, where the 
people are kept in touch with German af- 
fairs by a news service which does high 
credit to the honesty and intelligence of 
the correspondents furnishing it. 

But the end of Hitlerism will come, and 
it would come very soon, despite all the fac- 
tors described, were it not for one further 
factor which cannot be lightly disregarded. 
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It is expressed by the anxious question, 
which I have heard literally hundreds of 
times from patriotic Germans who hate 
Hitler and all his works: 

"Aber wenn Hitler geht, was dann?" 
("But if Hitler goes, what then?") 

Communism? Civil war? Chaos? 

A people accustomed to freedom would 
not hesitate. But the Germans have never 
known freedom as it is known by politi- 
of civilization lies today in the steadily 
worsening economic situation in 
When Jeshurun waxed fat he kicked, but 
the Germans kick when they begin to have 
to draw in their belts. The revolution of 
November, 1918, was really a hunger re- 
volt—nothing more. So also was the Ke- 
rensky revolution in Russia in 1917. The 
Germans do not worry much about free- 
dom, but any hungry people will fight for 

History is ready to repeat itself 
in Hitler's Third Reich. The only question 
is how long the martyrdom of this so great 
but so tragically misled and deceived na- 
tion must go on. 


